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Field Day Awaits 


—By Robert KASWSS 


Vaccinations are up, COVID is down and Field 
Day is right around the corner. Given the recent 
drop in infection rates more and more is opening 
up, including Amateur Radio. The VOMARC 
Board and the general membership are keen to 
return to some relative normalcy with Field Day 
in 2021. 


We've secured our normal spot at Sonoma 
Skypark. We're looking to get three rigs on the 
air once again, which means there are plenty of 
opportunities for operators of every level of 
experience to get at the controls and learn the 
ropes. 


Field Day starts at 1800 UTC or 11:00 AM on 
Saturday, June 26th and goes until 2100 UTC 
2:00 PM on Sunday, June 27th. Station setup 
will occur Saturday morning prior to 11:00 

AM. A potluck dinner and BBQ will take place on 
Saturday evening. 


Want some more hints about Field Day? Check 


out a presentation we gave prior to the 2019 
Field Day effort. 


This month's meeting topic could not be more 
timely, Dean Straw (N6BV) will tell us how not to 
sound like a lid (bad operator) on Field Day. Be 
sure to join us on the evening of Wednesday. 


June 2021 
on mal 


June 19th to get tips on operating and more 
details about the club's plans. 


NEXT MEETING 
Wed, June 16, 2021, 7:30pm 
Zoom meeting room info will be emailed 
later. 
Topic: How Not to Sound Like A LID On 
field Day 
Presenter: Dean Straw (N6BV) 


Minutes of the May 19 Meeting 
VOMARC Meeting Minutes for May 19, 2021 


Meeting was held together on ZOOM by 
KAS5WSS 


Members: KASWSS (Robert), KD6FIL (Dave), 
KG6QNT (Eileen), N7TSQ 9JOE), KF6FZM (Dick), 
N6TVN (Carl), W8EWL (John), KJEQIQ (Scott), 
WD6BOR (Darrel), W1EJ (Ed), N7PIB (Sanford), 
WB6TMH (Mike), NJ6E (Stan), KE6HID (Andrew), 
Steve’s Iphone? 


Guest: K6WX (Kristen), KEZGN (Richard) 
Meeting called to order at 19:32 by KASWSS 
MINUTES 


Minutes from the April meeting accepted as 
written. 


NEWS LETTER EDITOR 
No Report 

VE LIAISON 

No Report 

RADIO OFFICER 

No Report 

STATION TRUSTEE 


Looking for a trailer to mount the crank up 
tower donated by the family of KEUUW. A 
motion was made by WB6TMH and seconded by 
KD6FIL to authorize up to $2000 be spent for a 
trailer. Motion passed by all members in 
attendance. 


If VOMARC is planning to do field day at the 
Sonoma Sky Park, WD6BOR will contact John 
Batto for permission to use the property near his 
hanger. (John contacted KG6N and let him know 
that it was okay to use the area by his hangar 
and to set a place at the table for him for 
dinner.) 


TREASURER 


Currently have $5013 in the bank. VOMARC set 
it up to pay dues online. 


Still have not purchased a printer. 
SECRETARY 


No Updates. The VOMARC Breakfast on the Air is 
going well. 


VICE PRESIDENT 
No Report 
PRESIDENT 


Thank you to the newsletter editor for another 
great letter. Please continue to submit articles 
for the newsletter. 


There are some updates to the VOMARC 
webpage. Stop by and check it out. 
http://vomarc.or 


NEW BUSINESS 


The club is looking at doing an in-person field 
day at the Sonoma Skypark on June 26-27. More 
information to follow. 


OLD BUSINESS 


VOMARC Hamfest — scheduled for October 2 at 
the Congregational Church on Spain Street 
thanks to WD6BOR’s efforts. More details to 
follow. Website has been updated to reflect the 
upcoming event. 

KI6JNU coordinating the Boy Scouts doing JOTA 
on October 15-17. More information to follow. 


Point Reyes Lighthouse on the Air is being 
coordinated by KG6N and is scheduled for 
August 21. 


The Sonoma County DMR net is still going at 
1830 on Thursdays on talk group 31707. 


MYSTERY BOX: Jack, K6ZMF has the box and 
the Mystery Box program is on hold for a while 


NEXT MONTH’S PROGRAM: Don’t be a bad 
operator on Field Day by N6BV 


PROGRAM: Again, Again, Why do some modes 
work better than others by K6WX 


Meeting adjourned at 2100ish. 
—Submitted by Dave KD6FIL 


VOMARC TRAILER REPORT 


The club authorized $2,000 to purchase a trailer 
for Jim’s antenna tower. Jim’s tower is unique 
because it is a telescoping tower about 50’ tall 
that collapses to less than 12’. Most telescoping 
towers are built in 20’ to 21’ sections and are 
only useful as a stationary tower. Because Jim’s 


tower will retract in 10’ sections into less than 
12’ overall, it is possible to mount it on a trailer 
for portable use. 


VOMARC built a portable antenna tower that 
we’ve used for probably 20 years. It has served 
us well, but it is showing its age. We will need to 
make some repairs for it to be usable for field 
day this year. 


| have found someone who converts boat 
trailers into flatbed trailers. | will be sending him 
a sketch of what we need. If he can build the 
trailer within our budget, | will have him go 
ahead. We will need a trailer about 15’ long and 
that will carry between 2,000 and 3,000 pounds. 
Once we accept the trailer, we will need to add 
the raising fixture and outriggers to be able to 
use it for Field Day or emergency use. 


| will keep you all updated on the progress of 
this club project, but at this time it looks as if we 
will have our new antenna tower trailer by the 
end of this year. 


—Submitted by Darrel WD6BOR 


VOMARC QSO Parties 


You may, or may not, read this in time, but I'd 
like to encourage you all to join me on the air for 
another VOMARC QSO Party during the 2021 
June VHF Contest. It's a chance to test out your 
gear and see how far we can reach each other 
on simplex, whether you have a large station or 
an HT. 


I'm planning on hanging out on 146.54 MHz (FM 
simplex) at 5:00 PM (local time!) on Saturday, 
June 12th. Everyone on frequency will be 
allowed to try and "run" or contact everyone 
else on frequency before passing the baton on 
to someone else. We're intentionally avoiding 


the 164.52 MHz national calling frequency so as 
not to hog the frequency. 


Once we've exhausted 2M we can try a couple of 
other bands as well. How about 446.1 MHz and 
then 52.54 MHz after that? If anyone else has 


other bands we can expand the list though | am 
limited to those three at the moment. 


Don't know how to make a VHF contest 
contact? For this contest it's as simple as giving 
your maidenhead gridsquare, which is almost 
certainly CM88. Very easy! And as always, you 
don't have to be "in" the contest (or submit a 
score) to make contest QSOs. Just fire up the 
radio and make contacts. 


| think there are a number of contests 
throughout the year during which we can do 
something similar, not just VHF contests. The CA 
QSO Party and the NA QSO Parties come to 
mind. Join us this weekend and then let's see 
how we can expand this in the future. 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


Fire Evacuation Zones 


With fire season seemingly starting months early 
this year it seems an appropriate time to spread 
the word about the city's and county's fire 
evacuation zones. The City of Sonoma is broken 
up into four quadrants with the Plaza being the 
common point for all. The county's map is far 
more expansive as you would imagine and best 
viewed on their dynamic map that allows for 
zooming. 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


Who's Doing What 


Liz (N6LY) and Kevin (K6YD) operated from 
Sonoma Coast State Park using a Hamstick 
antenna. 


Sanford (N7PIB) has worked 1264 parks as part 
of the Parks on the Air (POTA) program. One of 
his recent catches was Liz and Kevin (see above) 
at Sonoma Coast State Park! 


Ed (W1EJ) activated San Pedro Mountain in May 
as part of the Summits on the Air (SOTA) 
program. 


Robert (KASWSS) was QRT from HF for a couple 
of days in mid-May after a neighbor removed a 
large row of Jasmine bushes, almost crashing 
down on the EFHW wire antenna running along 
the fence line. Nevertheless, he worked his 50th 
state on 15M for Worked All States on band 

#5. A few weeks later he finally confirmed 
Western Australia for his 40th and final CQ Zone 
for the Worked All Zones award. 


Dan (WA6CRB) reports 20 new ACS volunteers 
took Level One training! 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


Misc 


e Following a question posed during a recent 
weekly net, the VOMARC Bylaws are available 
online. Some notes from the June VOMARC 
Board meeting are also available. 


e NB6GC was heard on FT8 recently. They 
continue to try and raise some money for repairs 
and restoration of their antennas onboard the 
historic USS Hornet Aircraft Carrier. 


e The Boston Globe's website contained a story 
about the increase in popularity in Ham Radio 
during the pandemic. The author probably did 
not get her licensed husband to proofread the 
document since she refers to "call number" 
instead of callsign and "ham" instead of "ham 


radio". Oh well, there's no such thing as bad 
publicity, or so it's been said. 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


Ohm's Law, graphically presented: 
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—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


Ham Swap and a SOTA 


On early Sunday morning, May 30, Ed W1EJ and 
Stan NJ6E made a trek to the Sacramento Elks 
Hamfest, held in Carmichael, California. It was 
probably the first ham swap meet held in 
Northern California since the easing of COVID-19 
lockdowns. The organizers billed the event as 
“masks and social distancing required,” but Ed, 
Stan, and probably less than half of other 
attendees followed that guidance. With the 
meet held outdoors, it likely felt safe for 

most. There were about 30 seller booths in four 
long rows, along with a noticeable sense of 
excitement. 


There were some good deals to be had at the 
swap. Ed found a Yaesu FT-817 HF/VHF/UHF 
QRP transceiver (working after minor repairs) for 
$180, and a rare Electric Specialties CW bug, 
along with a QRP wattmeter. Stan found an 
Icom IC-PCR1000 PC-controlled all-mode 
communications receiver for $70, as well as an 
SBE “sidebander 6” 6-meter SSB transceiver, 
circa 1973, and an Austin QRP Club Vector 


SAN AU ay RAR 


activation of Mt. Vaca on Sunday, May 30. 


Impedance Analyzer, for $10 each. There were 
even free items being handed out, including new 
LED utility lamps and digital multimeters. 


On the way back, Ed, an avid Summits on the Air 
(SOTA) operator, could not resist activating Mt. 
Vaca near Vacaville. The journey up the hill took 
about half an hour from the Interstate 80 

exit. Setup of Ed’s Elecraft KX2 station with end- 
fed wire antenna took 15 minutes, and he had 
13 CW contacts in about another 20 minutes, 
showing the experience of having activated 
hundreds of SOTA sites over the last few years. 


All in all, it was a welcome and fun day. 


—Submitted by Stan NJ6E 
Antenna Project at N6TVN 


N6TVN was doing some antenna updates and 
replaced the rotator on his tower. 


When raising the tower after the work, things 
did not go at planned and the antenna leaned 
hard to the left. Must have been the general pull 
to the left that can happen in California. 


After lowering and discussing the issues of the 
day with the tower, it must have felt better, 
because it went straight after that. 


—Submitted by Dave KD6FIL 


On the Bench 


By Stan N6JE 


By "popular demand," here is a photo and a bit 
more about the 1973-vintage SBE “Sidebander 
6” SSB transceiver that | picked up for $10 at the 
recent ham radio swap meet in 

Carmichael. When | first looked at it, | thought 
that it was just another old CB radio of the type 
that are commonly offered at such flea 

markets. A closer look showed that it was 
actually a 6-meter SSB/AM transceiver. Upon 
conducting some research after getting it home, 
it turned out to be a 20-watt radio covering just 
the low end of the band, 50.05 to 50.28 

MHz. Luckily, | located a scan of the original 
operating manual and circuit diagram on the 
internet. In powering it up after connection to 
my 6m horizontal loop antenna, | was greeted by 
reception of the CW beacon on 50.069 MHz, 
transmitting from Woodside on the 

Peninsula. The guy | bought the radio from told 
me that it was in storage for many years, so it 
was kind of amazing that the receiver sprang to 
life so easily. The radio did not come with a 
hand microphone, but | found a suitable one in 
my collection. Upon wiring it up, | observed that 
the transmit functions of the radio also worked. 


So not a bad toy that is representative of older 
gear available at hamfests. | plan on using it 
during the upcoming VHF contest (perhaps over 
by the time the newsletter is published) to see if 
| can make any contacts with this old rig. In 
conducting web searches, | spotted a 1973 issue 
of now-defunct 73 Amateur Radio Magazine 
containing a review and advertisement for this 
radio. It sold for $339. That's $2,078 in 2021 
dollars! 


1973-vintage SBE “Sidebander 6” 20-watt 6- 
meter SSB/AM transceiver. 


QSL Card Inbox 


Baie des tortues Bourail » . Turtle Bay Bourail 


Looks like a nice beach on this QSL card from 
FK8CE in New Caledonia. Contact was made on 
40M using FT8. 


QSL Card Inbox (cont) 


It's not that common to hear South Sudan on the 
bands, so | snagged a QSO with Z81D on 17M 
FT8. 


Old Portuguese Caste == —— 


This card confirms two old contacts with EAQIE in 
Ceuta (north African coast) many years 

apart. The first contact was on 80M in 1990, the 
second on 10M in 2011. Both were made using 
SSB. | finally got around to confirming them! 


This 17M FT8 QSO with TN/UAQFGR in the 
Republic of the Congo represents an all time 
new one for me. 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


THE VOMARC WIRELESS 
VOLUME 25 EDITION 5 


A publication of VOMARC, the Valley of the Moon Amateur 
Radio Club — W6AJF 


Frank C. Jones — W6AJF 

Honorary President in Perpetuity 

CAST OF CHARACTERS 

Robert Barron KA5WSS — President 

Ed Jacobson, W1EJ — Vice President 

Dave Dammuller, KD6FIL — Secretary/Treasurer 
Mike Miller, WB6TMH — Radio Officer 

Moe Llanes, KI6JNU — ACS Unit Leader 
Elizabeth Morris-Mowrey, N6LY — VE Liaison 
Darrel Jones, WD6BOR -— Station Trustee for W6AJF 
Eileen Adams, KG6QNT — Editor 

Robert Barron, KASWSS — Webmeister 


“Receipt of the Wireless is one of the most sought after 
benefits of membership in VOMARC. “—S. Marler 


WEB PAGE: http://www.vomarc.org/ 


Nets are held every Wednesday night at 19:30 (7:30 P.M.) local, 
except meeting nights on the 145.350 repeater, -600 kHz, PL 
88.5 Hz. 


Breakfast Nets are held every Tuesday and Saturday morning 
at 7:30 AM on the 146.205, +600, PL 88.5 Hz repeater. 


Comments and submissions of material may be sent to: 
Eileen@vom.com 


Valley of the Moon ARC, Inc. 
C/O Sonoma Police Department 
175 First Street West 

Sonoma, CA 95476 


2021 ACS 2021 VOMARC 
NET CONTROL ASSIGNMENTS NET CONTROL ASSIGNMENTS 


Name Call Name Call 


JANUARY MOE KI6JNU JANUARY ROBERT KA5WSS 
FEBRUARY SCOTT KJ6QIQ FEBRUARY DARREL WD6BOR 
MARCH SCOTT KJ6QIQ MARCH MOE KI6JNU 
APRIL JIM K6UUW APRIL DAVE KD6FIL 
MAY DICK KF6FZM MAY ED W1EJ 
JUNE MOE KI6JNU JUNE FRANK KG6N 
JULY JULY ED WIEJ 
AUGUST BILL KJ6EIG AUGUST CARL N6TVN 
SEPTEMBER SAM WSLTP SEPTEMBER SAM WSLTP 
OCTOBER DICK FK6FZM OCTOBER DICK KF6FZM 
NOVEMBER MIKE WB6TMH NOVEMBER MIKE WB6TMH 
DECEMBER DARREL WD6BOR DECEMBER DARREL WD6BOR 


VOMARC MEMBERGHIP 2021 


Membership Dues: $15/year individual; $5/year family member at same address. 


VOMARC encourages its members to join the ARRL. More information is available at www.arrl.org. 


QST is available to blind and physically handicapped individuals on audio cassette from the Library of 
Congress, National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped. Call 1-800-424-8567. 


Name: CALL: EMAIL: 
Address: APT: 
City: State: ZIP: 
Name: CALL: EMAIL: 
Name: CALL: EMAIL: 
VOMARC Membership: Complimentary with Class—Date: 


Membership Moment, From the Database Queen: 


Dues may be mailed to VOMARC in care of the Sonoma Police Department, 175 1 St West, CA 95476, or 
brought to the next meeting. Your check should be made payable to: VOMARC. 


